
State Requirements
for Graduation

And their impact on Student Schedules
with respect to Band

CLASS 2011 AND BEYOND



State Requirements

Background Information

Legislated 2006 Effective 2007-2008 (class of 2011)

1 credit = one full year completed course 

There are 28 credits possible in a standard 
seven-period schedule over four-years



State Requirements
All Students required to achieve:

4 Credits of English (English 9, 10, 11, 12)

4 Credits of Mathematics (Algebra I & II, Geometry, Elective)

3 Credits of Science (Physical Science, Biology, Chemistry)

3 Credits of Social Studies (World History, US History, Econ/Gov)

2 Credits of Foreign Language 

1 Credit of Physical Education/Health

1 Credit in the Visual, Performing and Applied Arts (VPAA)

.5 Personal finance (options for fulfillment)

40 hrs of Volunteering; Online Experience (Career Cruising)



What does this look like?
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State Requirements

Total of 18 Credits required
for graduation.

How will they fit into your schedule?
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Can I Still Take Band?

YES! YES! YES!

Students are REQUIRED to have at least one year 
of VPAA

4 years of marching band can be used to waive 
one semester of PE.  Students still required to take 
Health

Colleges & employers are looking for students who 
are involved and dedicated to a program.  Band & 
Choir also shows to future employers/universities 
you are creative and can work as a team. 

Colleges & employers love to see a balance 
between the arts and athletics – and the ability to 
balance both. 



Implications
You MUST plan ahead!

Make a FOUR-YEAR plan. NOW.

You MUST have a direction or goal.
Create your own Education Development Plan (EDP).

Failing a course will severely limit your 
choices.
Being in band can help this (believe it or not)



Sample Schedules

Class of 2029

•College Preparatory

•CTE Course Emphasis

•Music Emphasis



Sample #1
Band and Language

Emphasis (“College Prep”)
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Sample #1 Comments

 Typical “College Prep” schedule for most disciplines

 Band meets 1 credit VPAA Requirement (State)

 4 credits of marching band will fulfill 0.5 credit of PE 
Requirement.

 Includes 4 sciences where only 3 are required. 

 1 credit of foreign language could be taken at the 
middle school level or fulfilled by CTE.



Sample #2
Band & CTE Emphasis 
(some two hour blocks)
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Sample #2 Comments

 Allows for courses that require two hour blocks (AIS, Business 
Management, Computers, Engine performance/repair, Culinary 
Arts, Teacher Cadet Program, EMT).

 Band meets 1 credit VPAA Requirement (State).

 4 credits of marching band will fulfill 0.5 credit of PE 
Requirement.

 Your senior math may be rolled into a CTE class such as 
culinary arts or computers when taken in 12th grade. 

 1 credit of foreign language should be taken at the middle 
school level and 1 could be waived by being involved in the 
CTE program.



Sample #3
Band & Choir

Music & Art Emphasis
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Sample #3 Comments

 Band meets 1 credit VPAA Requirement (State).

 4 credits of marching band will waive 0.5 credit 
of PE Requirement – opening up more electives.

 Additional electives can be added with creative 
scheduling options (foreign language, math 
elective, gym, etc).

 You do not have to be majoring in music or art 
in college to focus on the art electives.



Available Options

 Dual-Enrollment at a Community College

 Summer School 

 Voluntary Community College Courses

 On-line Classes

 Classes you would not think could 

substitute for other requirements. 

 RHS Website link

http://www.richmond.k12.mi.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=1271767&pageId=8318390


Marching Band Information

 Official information and band camp begins in April. 

 Color Guard auditions are in May.  If you know 

of someone not in band who would like to audition 

for color guard, have them sign up for HS Band and 

see me. 

 Drumline placements occur in May. This places 

you on the instrument for the season (snare, tenor, 

bass, cymbal)



Marching Band Schedule

 Being in HS Band includes participation in 

marching band

 Pre camp is at the end of the school year (after 

school)

 Summer Band Camp: first week in August, the 

week BEFORE sports begin

 Summer evening practices (Two/week in Aug)



Marching Band Schedule

 When school begins – Practice in 7th period & 

occasional evening/weekend. 

 Performances: Parades, BWAC Performance & 

Festival

 Marching band officially ends after MSBOA 

Festival (mid-October) and/or when football 

season ends. Then we switch to concert band.

 It looks like a lot but ends quickly in October. 



Marching Band Benefits 

 Does not interfere with sports schedules (and if it 

does, we work around it).

 When school begins – you already know the high 

school, have upperclassmen friends, have one class 

that you already are familiar with (no homework –

except to practice).

 Get into football games for no costs. 3rd quarter off 

to eat/visit with friends. 

 Get to wear the awesome uniforms and have pride in 

your school. 



Music Classes for 2024-2025*
High School History of American Music

Class Guitar

Jazz Band

Beginning Band

 Encourage your non-choir friends to sign up as their fine arts credit! 

 Classes won’t run if not enough people sign up. 

 Use it as one of your electives your junior or senior years. 

 It is recommended you take your required courses first.

*offered so far – more could be offered when scheduling happens. 




